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ABSTRACT

The actualization of local culture in Indonesia is expected to maintain the
existence and value of local identity, which has been the hallmark of this
culture. Malay Deli is one of the local cultures in Indonesia that tries to
maintain cultural values in conditions of very strong degradation. So it is
necessary to look at the patterns practiced by the Malays in maintaining
and mitigating this degradation. In Weber's sociological study, to maintain
the value of interaction, it is necessary to have human action so that a
pattern is formed that has an impact on society. This research wants to see
how the patterns of social interaction in the Malay Coastal Community
differ. This study uses an interpretative paradigm process, a qualitative
descriptive approach, and a case study type of research. The research
locations were in the coastal area of the Metar Bilad Deli Vocational School
and the Percut Vocational Area. techniques of collecting interview data
(interviewing, observation, and documentation), placing purposive
sampling subjects, condensing data analysis techniques, presenting data,
and drawing conclusions. techniques for the validity of the credibility test,
using materials and member checks. The research results obtained showed
that a new pattern was formed, namely harmonious structural wisdom,
habitual bargaining culture, leader cooptation combinations, historical
culture combinations, and action interaction plans. The recommendations
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I. INTRODUCTION

The word "society" itself refers to a group of people or individuals who live in close proximity to one
another and engage in regular social interactions. The affiliation and unity of humans who coexist means
that, as a result of their relationship, a relationship is established that comprises mutually beneficial
relationships that impact one another as well as an awareness that supports one another (Kandioh et al.,
2016). The purpose of social contact, which is incorporated into both internal and exterior contexts, is the
meaning of living together and the relationship between them. Humans are viewed from two perspectives
in social interactions created by social groups: as biological beings and as social beings. In this instance,
people are a component of the social order and institutions that already exist, which collectively establish
a unity and culture. Socio-cultural interaction is a component of group contact in habit formation (Nahak,
2019).

The result of human reason and creativity is culture. Human reason and understanding based on needs
create the meaning because routine acts form a culture. It is further emphasized that culture is the sum of
all human ideas, works, and outcomes that do not come from instincts and can only be created once humans
go through a learning process (Zulaikha et al., 2021) Culture is a trait or regional identity that has existed
in Indonesia for a long time. Literally, culture is a way of life that arises within a population and is held by
that population; it is then transmitted to the following generation through conventions, language, artistic
creations, religious practices, and governmental structures. Local culture, in contrast, is the outcome of an
understanding resulting from local wisdom that is still practiced in a particular area today and is still
developing in society. This culture becomes a force that, from a social perspective, becomes a habit created
by the local population as a foundation for social interaction. This meaning unquestionably results from an
existence that has been carefully constructed. according to information gathered by the Data and
Information (Monawati, 2000).

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24018/ejsocial.2023.3.1.390 Vol 3 | Issue 1 | February 2023



RESEARCH ARTICLE

European Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
www.ej-social.org

A reflection of the local Malay ethnic identity of the city of Medan is seen in the growth of the Deli
Malay Civilization. As was already said, there are aspects of cultural heterogeneity, acculturation, and its
role in all social strata (laypeople and aristocrats) in Malay culture. Malay ethnic identity is the foundation
for Malay culture. The definition of ethnic group was previously defined in order to comprehend who the
Malays are and who supports Malay culture. As stated by Narol in (Monawati, 2000). Explains that an
ethnic group is a population that: (1) is biologically capable of reproducing and surviving; (2) shares similar
cultural values and is aware of a sense of togetherness in a cultural form; (3) creates its own network of
communication and interaction; and (4) decides on the traits of its own group that are recognized by other
groups and can be distinguished from other population groups. In addition, the process of identifying an
ethnic group must take into account a number of variables, including ethnoscience, or community opinions;
the support of scientists and scientists from various disciplines; the cultural domain; issues with assimilation
(integration), disintegration, personality, marriage, kinship, lineage systems, religion, and a number of other
social factors.

In the research, efforts to preserve Deli Malay civilization are also explained (Dewi, 2018) a study of the
Malay cultural landscape to strengthen Medan's identity. a weight of 0.159 and 0.115 for cultural activities.
The suggested approach calls for designating each varying historical site and landmark as a cultural heritage
area that represents the Malay cultural landscape in Medan City, constructing facilities in Malay historic
sites as public spaces that can accommodate Malay cultural activities, and promoting cultural activities in
Malay. The next plan of action is to enhance the Malay identity of Medan, especially in the area designated
for protection (the Maimun cultural heritage area), by incorporating various Malay decorations and plants
used for customary rituals and celebrations, such as betel nuts, gambir, betel, full (Eurycles ambourensis),
and sidinding (kalanchoe).

Such as studies carried out by (Alatas, 1989) that during colonial capitalism, there was a lazy attitude
that deviated from the Malay people's character, creating a chasm for the indigenous people to be subjugated
by the colonialists' image. Research also revealed the same result (Mujahiddin ef al., 2020) the government's
lack of support for traditional institutions, the usage of the Malay language among Malays in Medan City
has started to wane, and the socialization of Malay Deli culture in regional learning and public events has
started to fall The Malay Deli tribe in Medan City is experiencing transformations and cultural retribalism
as a result of these difficulties and circumstances. In order to affect the continuation and survival of Malay
delis in Medan. For instance, Mayor Baktiar Djafar's dedication and consistency in promoting Malay Deli
culture from April 1, 1990, established Malay culture in public areas such as office buildings, green spaces,
city parks, coastal Malay villages as destinations for culture and cuisine.

On the fringes of Medan City, in the seacoast region, liec the Metar Bilad Deli Vocational Area and the
Percut Vocational Area. Acculturation led to a number of changes in regional development, particularly in
the fields of education, health, and economics, as well as in terms of cultural status. A lot more needs to be
done to move and retain other important industries. These two regions likewise experience issues,
particularly those related to the ingrained cultural practices and established life patterns. Their incapacity
to preserve their current existence as a result of the intense needs of life is what leads to the fall in social
movement and engagement. Despite the urgent need for strategic initiatives, such as research, preventive
actions and actualization have so far been rather insufficient ( Mutiar et al., 2018) Social networking is
another example of the rational activities of Karangsong small fishermen, according to a study titled
“Rational Actions and Strategies for Networking Small Fisherman Households”. It can enhance the social
character and familial aspect of the cheating baskets tactic used by the tiny fisherman of Karangsong in the
coastal fishing area. This plan also aims to preserve their existence in terms of coastal residents' social,
economic, and cultural traditions. Then (Pratiwi, 2016). He further explains this in his study, “Patterns of
Interaction and Exchange Behavior of TPI Shrimp Jaya Fishermen Groups, Keburuhan Village, Ngombol
District, Purworejo”. The drive for social transformation and the religious leadership of two individuals
Jazir ASP and Fanni Rahman as well as their skill in da'wah management in developing a pro-economic
mode of communication with TPI fisherman groups, were found to be the main factors. Through the
patterns of contact and conduct of these fishermen, this endeavour also serves as a means of preserving
traditions and culture.

The researcher seeks to understand how the Deli Malay community, which resides in the coastal area of
the Metar Bilad Deli Vocational Area and Percut Vocational Area, engages in activities and mitigation
efforts in a study titled "The Social Interaction Pattern in The Indonesian city of Medan’s Deli Malay
Coastal Community.
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II. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

A. Main Purpose of the Study

Theoretically, the results of this study are expected to strengthen and integrate the social paradigm
through the approach of Social Definition Theory or Social Action (Weber, 1964), The Concept of Social
Interaction (Bonner, 1959), Herbet Spencer's Evolution Theory, The Meaning of Existence Soren
Kiekegaard with (William, 1982), Culture, the Concept of Coastal Areas and the study of regional planning
science with cultural studies (Ritzer, 2013).

Practically, The findings of this study are anticipated to be able to inform, comprehend, and interpret the
strategies used by the Malay Deli coastal community to preserve culture despite widespread cultural
degradation brought on by macro-development. These findings will then serve as notes and
recommendations to the government for strengthening culture. employed as a grading system for character
development in communities, especially in Medan City.

B. Previous Research

Theoretically, the results of this study are expected to strengthen and integrate the social paradigm
through the approach of Social Definition theory or social action (Max Weber, 1964), The Concept of
Social Interaction ( Bonner, 1959), Herbet Spencer's Evolution Theory, The Meaning of Existence in
(William, 1982), Culture, the Concept of Coastal Areas and the study of regional planning science with
cultural studies (Ritzer, 2013).

Practically, The findings of this study are anticipated to be able to inform, comprehend, and interpret the
strategies used by the Malay Deli coastal community to preserve culture despite widespread cultural
degradation brought on by macro-development. These findings will then serve as notes and
recommendations to the government for strengthening culture. employed as a grading system for character
development in communities, especially in Medan City. As a source of study that offers great relevance
and enhances the comprehension of the research undertaken, the researcher compiles and reviews a number
of studies or earlier research. The researcher goes on to describe earlier studies in Table 1.

TABLE I: THE PREVIOUS RESEARCH

No Title

Title

“Conceptualizing Coastal and maritime cultural heritage
through Communities Of Meaning and Partisipation”

(Ounanian ef al., 2021). Households” (Mutiar et al., 2018).

“Rational Actions and Networking Strategies for Small Fisher

5 “Rural Communities And Schools- Vuing and Reproducing
Local Culture” (Villa & Knutas, 2020).

“Coastal Cultural Heritage : A Resource To be Included In

3 Integrated Coastal Zone Management” (Khakzad Sorna et.al.,

2015).

“The Effect Of Guanxi Culture On The Voting Of Independent

Directors : Evidence From China” (Li et al., 2021).

“Legacies Of Failure To Win The City Of Culture : Liminality,

Civicism and Change” (Ryan & Pherson, 2022).

6 “Research On Countermeasure Of Local Culture-based
Sustainability Of Urban Block Patterns” (Liu et.al., 2019)
“New Media And Cultural Disconnect : A Study On The

7 Lodha Tribal Community Of India”( Chattopadhyay &
Mohanty, 2022).

8 “Empirical Measure Of Cultural”(Osman Adams, 2022).

Resource-based
Risks of

“Cultural Diversification, Human
9 Coordination, and Downside
Multinationality”(Sangcheol, 2022).
“Fluid Space : Digitisation Of Cultural Heritage And Its Media

10 Dissemination”(Jin & Liu, 2022).

“Representative bureaucracy, organizational strategy, and public
service performance: An empirical analysis of english local
government” (Andrews et al., 2005).

"Patterns of Interaction and Exchange Behavior of TPI Shrimp Jaya
Fishermen Groups in Keburan Village, Ngombol District,
Purworejo" (Pratiwi, 2016).

"Representation of Characters in Asef Saeful Anwar's Novel
Alkudus: A Study of Max Weber's Social Actions" (Widodo, 2021).
"The Role of the Argowayang Social Group in Instilling the Value
of Environmental Awareness" (Andriani, 2019).

"Patterns of Forming Social Solidarity in Social Groups among
Students" (Saidang, 2019).

"Implementation of Cultural Village Policy in Preserving Local
Culture in Sendangmulyo Village, Minggir, Sleman"(Prasetyo
Hadi, 2018).

“Strategy for Socio-Cultural Defense in Betawi Village Case Study
of the Betawi Cultural Village (PBB) in Srengseng Sawah Village,
Jagakarsa District, DKI Jakarta” (Widiastuti, 2020).

"Maintaining the Existence of Local Archipelago Culture in the
Midst of Globalization Through the Preservation of the Gawai
Dayak Sintang Tradition" (Suparno et al, 2018).

"The Existence of 'Srawung' Culture in the Midst of Globalization”
(Priliantini Anjang et al, 2020).

C. Research Questions

How is the social interaction pattern in the Indonesian city of Medan’s Deli Malay coastal community?

III. METHOD

The social definition paradigm is applied in this investigation. Max Weber's sociological research
examines social interactions and relationships to examine society from a social perspective. Through
personal choices that have significance for the individual or personal meaning for the individual and
connections to others, Max Weber explained the social definition paradigm. An interpretive knowledge of
social activity is examined and emphasized in Weber's social studies and acts. Weber came to the following
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conclusion: First, sociology must be a science. Second, sociology must place a strong emphasis on
causality, and third, it must use interpretive reasoning (George, 1975) and (Ritzer, 2013) with (Fajarni,
2020). This study used a qualitative research methodology. In W. Lawrence Neuman's (Creswell, 2016)
attempts to pinpoint four orientation-related aspects in qualitative research.

1. Related to the approach used to the data.

2. Using a non-positivistic perspective.

3. The use of research logic that is “logic in practice”.

4. The fourth orientation of the qualitative method is the research steps that are non-linear in nature.

Purposive sampling, or the deliberate selection of research subjects by researchers based on particular
criteria or factors, was used to pick the research subjects for this study. The claim that qualitative research
uses planned sampling rather than a random sample as evidence for this (Creswell, 2016) in (Raco, 2010).
The following criteria were used to select a purposive sampling approach by the researcher:

1. The Deli Malay Ethnic Community who live in the coastal area of Medan City which is in Medan
Belawan District which is limited to (Sicanang Island and Belawan I Villages) While Medan Labuhan
which is limited to (Pekan Labuhan Village and Nelayan Indah).

2. The Deli Malay ethnic community who live in the coastal area are at least 15 years old and have lived
for 20 years in the coastal area.

Other subjects that support and add information include:

1. Representatives from the Sultanate of Deli, at least representatives of the Sultanate or the Datatu of
the Sultan of Deli.

2. King or Datukan of Vocational or territoriality on the object of research namely Medan Belawan
(datuk or Wazir Urung Ten Dua Kuta) and king or kedatukan Medan Labuhan (raja Metar Bilad
Deli).

3. Academics and observers of Malay culture who have competence and understanding of the
development of Malay deli culture.

4. Leader of the Deli Indigenous Peoples Forum (FORMAD).

“Case study” research is the methodology employed in this study. This study was carried out in the
coastline region of Medan City, North Sumatra Province, namely in the coastal region of the Metar Bilad
Deli Vocational School and the Percut Vocational Region. It takes 1 hour and 10 minutes to drive the 22.8
kilometres between the location and the city center. At an elevation of 2.5 to 37.5 meters above sea level,
Medan City is situated between 3°.27' - 3°.47' North Latitude and 98°.35' - 98°.44' East Longitude. Fig. 1
depicts the research site.
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Fig. 1. Map Distance to Research Location.

Based on the information above, a cycle is obtained as Fig. 2.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.24018/ejsocial.2023.3.1.390 Vol 3 | Issue 1 | February 2023



RESEARCH ARTICLE

European Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences
www.ej-social.org

Qualitative Approsch W.
Lawrence Neuman dalam (Creswell
2016)

v

Type Case Study research
(Creswell, 2016)

The Soaal Definition Paradigm Max
' Weber (Ritzer, 2013). :

\ 4

Lincon And Guba data Collection
Techniques in There are : Interviews,
Observation and Documentation

A

\ 4 Data Analysys (Milles dan
Hubbermen) (Creswell, 2016)
Kondensasi Data, Display Data,
Conclusion Drawing/
Verification.

]

Credibility Test Data Examination
Techniques :Triangulation of Sources,
Triangulation of Techniques, Using
Material, Member Check.

i Determination of Subject or Key-
formant (Purposive sampling)
(Creswell, 2016)

A 4

Fig. 2. Method Flow in Research.

IV. RESULT

A. Descriptive Research Area

The Malay Deli Kingdom in Medan City contains a number of territories that make up its own
boundaries. The region's position has been decided by decisions made by a number of sultanates, which
earlier chose the territorial administration based on the conflict and rulers in power at the time. The Malay
Deli Sultanate is geographically divided into the Kedatukan Songgal Serbanyaman, Kedatukan Sinembabh,
Kedatukan Kali Dua Kuta, Negeri Padang Deli, Negeri Bedagai, Metar Bilad Deli Vocational, and Percut
Vocational areas. Wazir Urung Ten Dua Kuta, led by Datuq Adil Haberham, SE; Wazir Urung
Serbanyaman, led by Datuq Saffi Ikhsan; and Wazir Urung Sukapiring, led by Datuq Saffi Ikhsan are three
Deli Malays with territorial rights.

B. Coastal Region I (Belawan District)

According to (Badan Pusat Stastiktik Kota Medan, 2020) To the north, the Malacca Straits, to the south,
Medan Labuhan Sub-District, and to the west and east, Deli Serdang District are all in close proximity to
Medan Belawan District. One of the subdistricts in Medan City, which covers an area of roughly 21.82
km?, is the Medan Belawan District. There are roughly 23 km? between the sub-district office and the office
of the mayor of Medan. The Belawan Pulau Sicanang sub-district in Medan Belawan has the largest area,
measuring 15.10 km?, while the Belawan Bahagia sub-district has the smallest, measuring 0.54 km?. The
Belawan sub-district office, Pulau Sicanang, and Bagan Deli have the greatest distances from the Medan
Belawan sub-district, according to the distance between the sub-district office and the sub-district office.

C. Coastal Region Il (Medan Labuhan District)

According to the Central Bureau of Statistics for the (Badan Pusat Statistik Kota Medan, 2020) To the
south, Medan Belawan District, to the north, Medan Marelan District, to the west, and Deli Serdang
Regency, to the east are all directly adjacent to Medan Labuhan District. One of the subdistricts in Medan
City, which covers an area of roughly 41.275 km?, is the Medan Labuhan District. About 18 kilometres
separate the sub-district office from the office of the mayor of Medan. The Sei Mati sub-district of the
Medan Labuhan sub-district, which has a total size of 12,870 km?, is the largest, while the Pekan Labuhan
sub-district is the smallest, at 3,600 km?. The Tangkahan and Nelayan Indah sub-district offices are the
furthest away from the district office based on the distance between the district office and the sub-district
office. Therefore, using the provisions of the coastline area in both regions, it is possible to decide which
area is the research object (coastal area I, namely Medan Belawan, consisting of Belawan, Sicanang Island,
and Belawan I, and coastal area II, namely Pekan Labuhan and Nelayan Indah). Table II provides the
following details:

TABLE II: REGION AND OBJECT OF RESEARCH

No Ward Wide km? Percentage to Area Subdistrict (%) Region
Belawan District
1 Belawan Pulau Sicanang 15,20 69,20 Research and Observation Location
2 Belawan [ 1,10 5,04 Research and Observation Location
Medan Labuhan District
1 Pekan Labuhan 3,60 8,72 Research and Observation Location
2 Nelayan Indah 4,80 11,63 Research and Observation Location
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V. DISCUSSION

A. Patterns and Social Interaction of Deli Malay Coastal Communities

The Malay deli community, which resides in the seaside region of Medan, is responsible for the patterns
and interactions detailed in this case through its actions and initiatives. This behavior also establishes a
distinctive pattern and habit that the Malay Deli coastal population follows in living a hegemonic existence
that has taken on a significant social dimension. According to Santoso Slamet's book "Social Group
Dynamics," the following variables affect social interaction:

1) Social situations

The behavior of individuals, who must adjust to the situation at hand, influences the interpretation of the
meaning of acts and interactions. In this position, the Deli Malay people themselves encounter group
dynamics, a decline in self-assurance, and other dynamics brought on by the social circumstances of those
who find it challenging to leave the comfort zone that is deemed by some Deli Malay people who reside in
coastal locations.

2) Power of group norms

Strong group norms have a powerful influence on meaning and interaction. The influence of the family
and the surrounding community, which evolved into routines and unique activities practiced by members
of the group, gave rise to this power. In the middle of issues with cultural acculturation brought on by peer
pressure and other external causes, social dynamics and dialectics emerge. At the moment, the influence of
ancestors' conventions and practices acts as social capital to preserve the harmony of Malay deli culture in
Medan's seaside region. This is seen in a number of social actions that uphold the authority of norms. Due
to the current level of personal economic necessities, there is occasionally still social pushback.

3) Personal goals of each individual

The fact that each person's personal ambitions will impact his behavior in social interactions is
occasionally the most challenging element that emerges from social dynamics. In this instance, the coastal
Malay Deli community has a great ambition and aspiration to raise social life standards, particularly the
family economy, to meet other demands. However, occasionally these individual objectives lead to the
development of an egocentric mindset, which can undermine more effective connections.

4) Interpretation of the situation

The way people are able to calculate each situational action that will be taken is the meaning of this
interpretation. Most persons and groups can occasionally become mired in the incorrect understanding.
This contact is also anticipated to develop into social capital in one's self-preparation, both in the context
of the family and even in the biggest organizations. The Malay Deli community, which resides in coastal
regions, considers the current situation to be secure, yet their presence and devotion are not necessarily
acceptable in this circumstance. As a result, it is envisaged that the Malay Deli community in the coastal
region may enhance initiatives that can preserve the stability and benefit of groups in a wide-ranging social
environment. Based on the circumstances that prevailed prior to the development of a social culture
dimension, the way that people and groups within the Malay Deli coastal community cooperate and interact
can be explained as follows:

a. The Malay Deli coastal community's efforts to develop ukhuwah and social interaction that is carried
out with a pattern of harmony and mutual collaboration in the community are an example of a pattern
of harmonic structural knowledge. The purpose of this activity is to maintain high ethnic values,
cultural contacts, and cultural values themselves. Examples include interactions during marriages
and circumcisions, religious rituals, bestowing traditional titles, and other events that foster a sense
of brotherhood.

b. The Malay Deli coastal community engages in specific activities, such as exchanging traditional
dishes at religious holiday celebrations, marriages, and religious holiday remembrances, as part of
its bartering habit culture pattern. The pattern of contact created by outsiders on the outside, such as
selling fish catches and other activities, is another social context.

c. Combination Diagram A leadership style called "leader co-optation" combines with currently
prevalent conventional patterns. For instance, even while group norms are still highly powerful, the
outcomes of political elections and the new leadership show that their votes are still regarded as a
single entity. This indicates that coastal towns still place a high priority on community. For instance,
we do know that Aulia Rahman is the son of a Malay Deli in the election of Boby Nasution, the
mayor of Medan, and Aulia Rahman, who would serve as his deputy. Therefore, the majority of the
Deli Malay population in Medan City's coastal sections supports Aulia Rahman for deputy mayor.

d. A mix of historical meanings is used to implement a new pattern in a combined historical-cultural
pattern. combining the routines and circumstances of the present with those of the past. Sometimes
it is impossible to distinguish between the meanings included in the behaviors and meanings of the
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Malay coastal deli population in Medan City. As a result, until a decision is made, this encounter still
adapts how cultural values become fundamental principles in acting and behaving.

e. The interaction pattern that is carried out with thorough planning is known as the interactional plan
action pattern. The whole significance of this planning is that it has assessed how the stages are up
to the impact that will occur and that there is a type of strength in carrying out the interaction in its
entirety. The coastal hamlet of Malay Deli may have learned a lot from the past about how drastically
their lives have changed. As a result, their efforts and deeds are supported by solid and quantifiable
calculations.

Based on the information provided above, it is possible to see how the Malay Deli coastal community in
Medan City exhibits a pattern of social interaction and collaboration.

Cooperation And
Social Action

Harmonical
Structural Wisdom

Combination Combination Interactional plan
Kooptasi leader Historical Culture Action

Bargaining Habit
Culture

Fig. 3. Forms of Cooperation in the Social Interaction of Deli Malay Coastal Communities in Medan City.

Keywords that can be seen substantively in the explanation above include:
a. Structure of local balance of power,
b. Interaction with habits,
c. Combination with the influence of customary norms,
d. Cultural and historical influences,
e. Measurable planning patterns.

VI. CONCLUSION

A new pattern, known as Harmonic Structural Wisdom, was developed from the actions, collaborations,
and interactions of the Malay Deli coastal community. This pattern refers to the activities of the Malay Deli
coastal community in establishing ukhuwah and social interaction carried out with a pattern of harmony
and mutual cooperation within the community. According to the Bargaining Habit Culture pattern, the
Malay Deli coastal population participates in unique activities including bartering traditional dishes at
religious holiday ceremonies, weddings, and religious holiday commemorations. Combination leader co-
optation, or the practice of merging leadership with already-existing conventional patterns Combination
historical culture, for instance, is a pattern where historical meanings are mixed to produce a new culture,
despite the fact that group rules are still quite strong when it comes to picking leadership.

VII. RECOMMENDATIONS

There are a number of ideas and proposals that can be used as recommendations or ideas based on the
data and findings from this study, including the following: First and foremost, it is essential to uphold the
local cultural values that already exist in Medan, such as teaching students about Malay culture as an ethnic
cultural history through local content subjects (MULOK), as has been done in the past. This is done to
foster a deeper appreciation for the existing historical and cultural values. Second, to foster a strong sense
of enthusiasm and optimism about the future, the government can focus on improving the quality of life in
coastal areas through community empowerment initiatives and programs in addition to creating a
competition of ideas.
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